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““IItt  AAiinn’’tt  FFaaiirr!!””  
 

It seems to me Americans really value what 

we call fairness. We may not be able to 

define it precisely but we know it when we 

see it, or so we think. In sports, umpires, 

referees and judges are routinely booed by 

fans who take exception to what they see as 

unfair calls or rulings. And many fans have 

long memories about perceived unfairness. 

Arguments about “unfair” court decisions 

can span generations, as can disputes about 

property settlements and the settlement of 

last wills. (I’ll skip divorces.) It is almost as 

if American DNA has a fairness gene. 

   Many children seem to have an innate 

sense of fairness. When she was small, my 

oldest daughter used to complain in various 

situations, “It’s not fair!” I admit sometimes 

I brushed aside her grievance with, “Well, 

life is not fair.” Fortunately, she ignored my 

parental blunder(s) and is now a respected 

advocate for abuse victims. Her sense of 

fairness is highly tuned and strong. 

   When someone “cuts in line” in stores or 

theaters or financial institutions, many of us 

experience a sensation of unfairness, even 

though perhaps slight. Often nothing is said 

to the offender. Perhaps most of us wish to 

avoid confrontation (and escalation!) over 

life’s smaller irritations. 

   Being “cut off” in traffic can be another 

matter. Tempers often quickly flare. Sour 

looks, harsh words and rude gestures may 

follow such an event—which, by the way, 

can be hazardous to other drivers, as well as 

to the offender. Sometimes, worse reactions 

occur, “road rage” altercations, harrowing 

pursuits, attempts at “payback”—some of 

them quite dangerous—and even killings. 

   Fairness is not only important to many 

Americans in these everyday matters but 

also in larger issues, such as political 

corruption, social inequality, judicial system 

failures and unfair economic practices and 

conditions. I’ll avoid these “elephants” in 

America’s living room as not appropriate for 

this column. I certainly don’t have answers!  

   Definitions of fairness include: (1) the 

quality of treating people equally or in a way 

that is right or reasonable; (2) … just and 

reasonable treatment in accordance with 

accepted rules or principles; (3) the state, 

condition, or quality of being fair, or free 

from bias or injustice; evenhandedness.  

   Grade school children learn about 

mediation as a way to fairly resolve 

playground conflicts. The younger we can 

learn those valuable skills the better, I think. 

I served on a team of workplace mediators 

and found it very challenging when some 

complainants (all adults) aggressively clung 

to their own versions of a fair resolution. I 

also worked as a team facilitator to help 

insure participants got fair chances to 

express their views. Most people want a fair 

chance to be heard even when their views 

don’t prevail.  

   For years, I have pondered how to fairly 

resolve various international problems. A 

prime example is the multilayered conflict in 

the Middle East. After much thought, I have 

finally decided to leave that and other large 

problems to brighter minds than mine.  

   But in everyday matters, I strive to be fair. 

Like honesty, fairness can be practiced in 

small things as well as large. While we may 

not be able to address all the fairness issues 

in the world around us, we can strive to be 

fair to others in our own daily dealings. I 

also say be slow to take offense and practice 

generosity of spirit. It isn’t necessary to seek 

redress for every slight, actual or apparent.  

   When we hear “Play ball” this Spring, the 

familiar target of umpires will once again 

hear boos when their judgments are seen as 

unfair. But booing may have less to do with 

fairness than with the tradition of the game.  

Safe!!!              Out!!! 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/fair

