
Jack J. Anderson, Class of ’55, 

has retired from a varied career. 

His books and other writing may 

be downloaded for free from 

http://www.jjanderson.info/. His 

email address is jack@abq.com.                     

Comments are welcome.  
 

AA  NNeerrdd’’ss  LLaammeenntt  
 

Long before they get to High School, boy 

nerds learn girls have little or no interest in 

them. Females have hunk preference. 

Football players are an examples of 

preferred males (hunks). This preference can 

be a mystery to boy nerds until they take an 

anthropology or a biology class. There they 

learn about natural preferences females of a 

species have for the fittest males. (It seems 

this preference is not unique to humankind.) 

   By the way, I did not research girl nerds or 

the problems they experience growing up, 

although there are some wonderfully bright 

women who have had miserable experiences 

growing up and also later in life as adults 

because they are perceived as female nerds 

(i.e., intelligent!). In the past in our culture, 

intelligence in women has not been highly 

valued and was even seen by some as 

threatening. I hope that silly thinking is gone 

forever. Anyway, I’m guessing girl nerds 

had experiences comparable to those of boy 

nerds. Someone else can write about. 

   In addition to being strong, many football 

players are quite bright indeed and represent 

excellent prospects for future mates. Byron 

White “was an outstanding running back at 

Colorado, played in the NFL, was a Rhodes 

Scholar, went to Yale and was a Supreme 

Court justice.” (DegreeCouncil.org) NFL 

players Steve Young and Alan Page have 

law degrees, and retired NFL quarterback 

Frank Ryan has a PhD in mathematics. NFL 

Hall of Famer Page, author of a children’s 

book, served twenty-two years on the 

Minnesota Supreme Court. Top performers 

in any sport are frequently very bright—

which can be a key to their success in sports 

and to their contributions to society later in 

life. 

   My father was a quarterback and captain 

of both his football and baseball teams (he 

was the catcher). He also played basketball, 

swam competitively and was a diver of note. 

I don’t think I was a disappointment to him 

(I hope not) but I suspect this nerdy son was 

a bit of a mystery to him in many ways. 

   Perhaps a definition of nerd is order: a 

derogatory term for a person who is 

intellectually knowledgeable or bright, but 

socially inept (Wikipedia); an unstylish . . .  

socially inept person; especially:  one 

slavishly devoted to intellectual or academic 

pursuits (Merriam-Webster). For nerd the 

Urban Dictionary offers “one whose IQ 

exceeds his weight” and for geeks offers 

“The people you pick on in high school and 

wind up working for as an adult.” Microsoft 

co-founder Bill Gates is a great candidate 

for “revenge of the nerds.” His wealth is 

estimated to be over $100,000,000,000. Bill 

can afford to buy an NFL team! 

   So, how can nerds compete with other 

males who are both strong and bright, that 

is, compete with popular football players/ 

warriors? Begging, pleading and groveling 

doesn’t work but instead confirms the 

desirability of football players (who never 

grovel). Fixing a woman’s computer does 

not win her heart because it just confirms 

one’s geeky or nerd nature. However, it 

might win repeat visits to her side, given the 

problematical nature of Microsoft software. 

Being “class clown” may garner giggles but 

not girlfriends. 

   It’s no contest. Females are more likely to 

choose athletic, intelligent males who can 

help ensure the survival of our species. It’s 

our nature. It’s hunk preference.  

   In our society, putting points on the 

scoreboard is valued more than penning 

poems. Well, OK. I have learned to live with 

that (if grudgingly). So, when you read my 

obituary, if it says I recited lines from a 

poem on my deathbed, you can believe it. 

On the other hand, don’t believe it if it says I 

was heard to mutter “65 Toss Power Trap.”* 
 

                         
*Kansas City Chiefs Coach Hank Stram, winner of Super 
Bowl IV, January 1970 


